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A Golden Anniversary
The Tri County Public Schools building opened fifty years ago in the fall of 1967. The following information comes from the Tri
County School Reorganization Plan written by the steering committee and published in March, 1965.
The building started out as a secondary building housing the students from DeWitt, Plymouth, and Swanton and a projected enrollment of 338 students. The original steering committee projected the cost of the
building at approximately $650,000 with $100,000 needed to equip the building. The steering committee
considered a bond of $750,000 on a district valuation of $12,000,000 would require a mill levy of about 4.1
mills. The original structure was projected to have 55,000 square feet of floor space for all of the planned
needs of the present building and for future needs.
From the time the original building was constructed, the elementary has been added and additional secondary classroom
space has been added to the original structure. The Tri County campus remains the central figure of the district for the students, staff, parents, and patrons who comprise the school system. The buildings and grounds staff take great pride in the
campus and work very hard to maintain an excellent setting that all can continue to be proud of now and for many years to
come. Please take time to attend the many activities that are offered at Tri County and admire how the district has maintained
the look of an excellent school district.

Lunch Update for Parents
Tri County Public Schools has developed a lunch balance reminder process to eliminate the “sticker shock” when parents find
out their child(ren) has/have a significant lunch deficit. Occasionally, parents find out about a negative lunch balance when
amount is large and they have to play “catch up” just to break even. The USDA required all school districts to adopt a policy on
how the district will keep parents informed about a lunch balance and how the district will handle negative lunch balances. The
board of education adopted the following changes to policy #3013:


The lunch room staff will remind students at +$10.00 that their lunch balance is getting low when they purchase their daily
meal.



The foodservice manager will send an email to the parent(s) when the student has a balance of -$15.00. If email is not
available, a letter will be sent home to the parent(s) of the child.



The building level principal will personally contact the student and the parent(s) when the lunch balance is -$30.00. The
principal will discuss and develop a plan for the parent(s) to reduce the negative lunch balance.



The superintendent will personally contact the parent(s) when the lunch balance is -$50.00. The superintendent will inform
the parent(s) that the student will need to provide their own lunch until the negative lunch balance has been eliminated.
The superintendent will also inform the parent(s) that failure or refusal of parents or guardians to provide meals for students may require mandatory reporting to child protection agencies as required by law.

To help parents make timely payments to a student’s lunch account, the district has partnered with eFunds to allow parents to
pay their lunch account on line. Parents can go to the Tri County webpage and click on the eFund Payments quick link and set
up an account for payment. If you need further information or help, please contact the elementary or secondary office. Parents can also set up automatic reminders when your child(ren)s lunch balance reaches a certain dollar value. The reminders
will need to be set up in PowerSchool where the student information is stored.

Standard Response Protocol
Tri County Public Schools has adopted a
different response format for emergencies
that could take place at school. The change
stems from the Nebraska Department of Education endorsing a single plan for the state
the is called Standard Response Protocol.
With one emergency plan for all schools,
students, staff, and emergency responders
will know what to do when an emergency
takes place in any school district. Every
classroom has a new Safety/Security Manual in a holder by the classroom door. In addition, every classroom has at least two
posters in the classroom that tells and show
students and staff what to do in an emergency situation. Posters are also placed around
the building as reminders to students when
they are in the hall. During the school year
the students and staff will practice fire drills,
lockdowns, evacuations, and lockouts to familiarize everyone with the expectations of
each situation. Please feel free to contact
the school district for more information on
the Standard Response Protocol.

Patron Survey for Tri County Public Schools
Tri County Public Schools would like to survey the patrons of the school district to help the staff
and administration continue to define and refine the culture of the district. Patrons of the district
are asked to go to the Tri County Public Schools website, www.tricountyschools.org and go to the
Community tab to find the survey. Patrons could include those people who live in the district and
do not have children attending school, those who own property in the district, graduates of the
school district, and individuals who are involved in the life of Tri County. The survey will be available from Friday, September 9th to Friday, September 28th. Parents will have the opportunity to fill
out the survey during Parent-Teacher Conferences which will be held on Thursday, September
28th. Information about the survey will be posted at various locations around the school district as
a reminder for patrons to please take time to respond to the survey.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:
Tri County Public School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
marital status, disability, or age or in admission or access to, or treatment of
employment or educational programs and activities. The following person has been designated
to handle inquiries regarding the School District’s non-discrimination policies: the superintendent
of schools, who may be contacted in writing at Tri County Public Schools, 72520 Hwy 103,
DeWitt, Nebraska, 68341, by e-mail at randy.schlueter@tricountyschools.org or by telephone at
(402) 683-2037.

From the Desk of the Secondary Principal / Activities Director ….
Matt Uher
As you know school is in full swing and our students have
“hit a grandslam” with the manner in which they have approached
the new year. The students are energetic and motivated to learn. Staff
members are taking advantage of their enthusiasm and asking students to take an even more active role in their learning process. Students are using technology, being engaged learners, and taking advantage of our college credit courses offered through Peru State College and SCC. Our junior high students have seemed to adjust well
and are preparing themselves for a successful school year.
I would usually write to you about NeSA test scores from
last spring; however, the State of Nebraska is having some difficulty
with a new scoring system, and the fact that we are no longer going
to take the NeSA test. The NeSA test is now obsolete. We are now
looking to take the non-NeSA which will be based on the MAP test
our students have taken the past eight years. I believe once the State
of Nebraska figures out the logistics of how the new test will look;
our students will benefit from the data we will be able to collect. I’ll
provide more information on this topic as the year progresses.
I wanted to remind you again of our “Lounge of Opportunity.” Students who have missing work, an F or D in a class, or a zero
must attend the “Lounge of Opportunity” to allow them specific time
to work on the troubled area. You as parents/guardians must come
and pick up your child (if they ride the bus) at 4pm. The students will
notify you as parents if they will be attending the Lounge. If you
have any questions, please call or come in and visit. This is to ensure
students are held accountable for their learning. We believe strongly
at Tri County that no student should fail. There are strategies and
opportunities for all students to have success.
Just a reminder of our Grab and Go Breakfast we provide
for our students in grades 7-12. Grab and Go is offered from 9:369:45 every morning and is a cost to the students of $2. Remember if
your child is free and reduced lunch and eats both breakfast and Grab
and Go, your child would be charged full price for one of the meals.
So, I ask you to please have that conversation with your child so that
there is not a meal balance issue during the year. If you have questions please feel free to call.
I would like to remind everyone to stay up-to-date on your
student’s progress and to please use PowerSchool to communicate
with their teacher. We are here to provide a positive and productive
learning environment, and we appreciate when parents are involved
in a manner that builds trust and positive relationships. We are here
to prepare your child for a successful future. Students are also using
Canvas which will assist in homework management as well.
Our students in grades 7-11 completed their MAP test during this month (End of August; early September). Remember this a
test that allows us as educators to measure what your child has
learned and needs to learn in the areas of reading, language, and
mathematics. I would ask students get a good night sleep on those
nights and prepare to give their best effort so that we can properly
assess their knowledge and use this data to better serve them in the
areas of curriculum and instruction.
Have a great month of September and come out
and enjoy Tri County activities, which will be in full
swing beginning this month! Be Relentless!

Activities Director Notes and News…
 A reminder about fees...$20 for 9-12 students to participate in activities and the 7-8 grade students' participation fee is waived. Also a great thing for our students
again this year...NO ADMISSION FEE to get into Tri
County home events! Thank you Board of Education!

 Eligibility List: The eligibility list will come out for the

first time after the fourth week of the semester, and then
will be posted every week after that. The list of students
will be submitted on Monday and posted on Tuesday.
The student, if ineligible, will be suspended from play/
activity for that week, and if they don’t improve the
grade(s) the student will be ineligible until grades are
passing. Students must be passing six of their eight
classes to be eligible. I would encourage parents please
check Power School frequently. The first date will be
September 13, 2017.

 First Day of Fall Competition was August 21 when Tri

County golfers visited Pioneer Golf Course competed in
a Quad Meet versus Waverly, Norris and York. We are
hosting the Tri County Invitational on September 1st @
Hidden Acers at 9am.

 XC first contest was August 31st @ Beatrice @ 4:30pm
(BSDC)—Go Trojans!

 FB first contest for Junior High football and Senior

High football was against Superior with the next game
vs Thayer Central on September 1 @ 7pm.

 VB first contest was on August 31st vs Thayer Central.
 Good Luck to the TC Swing Choir this school year!


JH Volleyball starts their season on September 11th vs
Southern @ 5:30.

 Communication is the KEY…if you have any ques-

tions, please contact me and I will do what I can to assist you.

 Looking forward to an exciting year for Trojan Activities!

 FFA and FBLA are getting their year kicked off as
well…Looking forward to a lot of participants!

From the Desk of the Guidance Counselor….
Betsy Spilker
 If you have any questions or concerns that I can help with, please feel free to call or e-mail, betsy.spilker@tricountyschools.org. If I
don’t know the answer, I’ll research it and do what I can to help!



Senior Parents should be receiving emails from me. When I send the Senior students college/scholarship information I am also sending it their parents. Actually, Junior Parents: I also have an email group for you also! If you have a student in either age group and
you haven’t been receiving emails from me, let me know! I will add your email address to the group.

 There is an ACT Test scheduled for Sept. 9. Students should be registered for that already. The next test date is October 28 with a

September 22 registration deadline. Look at the upcoming test dates carefully! The December and February test dates conflict with
wrestling meets and the April date is Prom day! Don’t think your child can wait for a later test date. Registration is online at:
www.act.org.

 Enrolling for Dual Credit Classes at Peru State is all online this year. Students in Senior English I and Calculus have already complet-

ed their application. Parents have to also give authorization online. So please, Senior parents, check your email for instructions! The
students grumble over the $60/credit hour class but that is cheaper than any other school in Nebraska, including 2 year technical colleges! This credit will transfer to the other colleges. Starting college with college credit is a big advantage when registering for classes.

 Seniors can complete their 2018-19 FAFSA beginning October 1 using 2016 tax data. This is a change from previous years when stu-

dents had to wait until after January 1 and use tax data from the prior year. To help students prepare for the FAFSA, you must create a
Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID (one for the student and one for a parent) at fsaid.ed.gov. The student and parent will each need an
email address to create an FSA ID. The IDs are needed to access and sign the FAFSA.

 In October a Representative from Education Quest will be here helping with our annual Apply-to-College day. He will also share with
the student information about college aid/scholarships. If parents want to hear this information also, that can be arranged.

 Sophomores and Juniors are going to attend “Explore It! Career Fair” on September 27. It is sponsored by the Nebraska Dept. of Labor and Southeast Community College. They will take a Career Assessment Inventory prior to the fair. That day they will attend
workshops and meet individuals in careers that the Inventory matches them up with.

 October 4, Juniors and Seniors will be attending a College Fair at the SCC-Beatrice campus. This is an opportunity for them to meet

with representatives from a number of schools in a short amount of time. If students haven’t visited college campuses yet, this would
be a good time for them to decide which schools they would like to visit. Seniors have 3 excused absence days to visit colleges, Juniors have 2. Please take advantage of this! If I can be of help in setting up visits, please let me know.

 I have also included information from Education Quest about another BIGGER College Fair. Seniors if you are having troubles deciding on colleges I would really recommend attending the one in Lincoln:

Lincoln Area College Fair is September 24
 Students and families can visit with representatives from nearly 110 colleges during the Lincoln Area Col-

lege Fair, Sunday, September 24 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at Southeast Community College, 8800 O Street. Admission is free.

 The College Fair, sponsored by EducationQuest Foundation and the Nebraska Association of College Registrars and Admissions Officers, will also feature financial aid presentations.

 Follow these tips to make the most of your College Fair visit:
 Before you attend, visit NebraskaCollegeFairs.org to register for a barcode. Print the barcode and take it to
the college fair so that college reps can scan it – and you won’t have to complete information cards.



Determine which colleges you want to visit (a list is available in the College Fair article at EducationQuest.org).

 Prepare a list of questions to ask college representatives. Ask about deadlines for admission, scholarship and financial aid

applications.

From the Desk of the Elementary Principal….
Jesse Gronemeyer
What an awesome start to the school year!! The teachers and students have been working extremely hard to
make this the best start of the school year ever! I will admit it felt a bit different starting school with a total
solar eclipse on the calendar. Unfortunately we did not get to see totality, but it was still an awesome experience. Our students did receive a special visit from two workers at NASA. Their talk was extremely informative and interesting.
I would like to thank all the parents that attended Elementary Open House on August 29th. It was a great
night to see the classrooms and meet your child’s teacher/s. I would also like to thank the PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) for organizing the pizza meal on this night.
Speaking of PTO, the next meeting is scheduled for September 18th at 6:30 PM in the elementary activity
center. The main topic for the month will be to plan out our Tri County Book Fair 2017. I hope you can all
make the meeting to help make decisions for the book fair. Below listed are items the PTO has purchased for
the school this year:







Recess storage shed
Subscription to BrainPop
Eclipse solar beads
TC PRIDE t-shirts for every student
Covered cost for Tri County Science Camp
Summer school rewards

I am very excited to announce Tri County has adopted the TEAMMATES mentoring program. We are in the
initial stages of the program. The board of directors has been formed and will meet soon to make decisions for
the future. Members of the board include Jesse Gronemeyer, Randy Schlueter, Rachel Chapman, Tracy
Holsing, Kari Jannsen, Dave Rosenbaum, Judy Hatcliff, Brett Klingenburg, Claire Wollenburg, and Mary
Cammack. Officers for the board of directors include: President - Dave Rosenbaum Vice President - Jesse
Gronemeyer Secretary - Kari Jannsen Treasurer - Judy Hatcliff If you would like to be a mentor for a student, please contact any board member or Tri County’s TEAMMATES coordinator Kay Wollenburg. If you
would like to make a donation to the program, please contact any of the above listed members.
A reminder that parent teacher conferences are the afternoon and evening of September 28th. Be looking for
a note in your child’s backpack for a scheduled time for your conference. Our hope is to meet with 100% of
our parents. Remember, parent and school communication and collaboration is a must! Thank you for helping us achieve this goal.
Parents, grandparents and other family members feel free at any time to come out and eat with your child. If
you do, please call the office in advance so the kitchen cooks can be notified. Thanks to all for a great start to
the school year. Never hesitate to call the school if you have any questions or concerns.

Tri County Athletes to Sell
Yankee Candles for Fundraiser
The athletes at Tri County will again be selling Yankee Candles as their
fundraiser to pay for Hudl. The sales will begin on Wednesday, September 6th
and be completed and turned in on Monday, September 18th. Athletes in both
the junior high and high school will be participating in the annual fundraiser.
Proceeds will go towards our Hudl online video management subscription.
What is Hudl? Well, a company started in Lincoln, Nebraska that has become a nationwide business success in the world of athletics. Teams from a
wide range of sports across the country upload game, meet, and practice film
for athletes and coaches to view. Coaches have the capability to telestrate, add
notes, create scouting reports, and share athlete highlight/recruiting video. It is
also the video program used by coaches across Nebraska to trade film in preparation for upcoming competitions.
The program currently costs Tri County $1800/year for all of our athletic
programs to use. This fundraiser has been outstanding in covering our costs,
and provides a quality product to those that purchase these items. If you have
not been contacted by an athlete and would like to place an order, feel free to
give the school a call with your contact information, contact a TC athlete directly, or send an email to Coach Brett Scheiding
(brett.scheiding@tricountyschools.org) and we can take care of your order.
Thank you for all of your support for our students!

