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Calendar Change - November 16, 2022
Tri County Public Schools will be hosting the Pioneer Conference One Act competition on Wednesday, November
16, 2022. In order to best accommodate that event, we will be dismissing all students from school that day.
The original calendar had elementary classes in session and secondary students dismissed. NO STUDENTS will
be in session on Wednesday, November 16.
Building Safety
Students and staff routinely practice emergency protocols to ensure that in the event of a real situation, everyone
knows what steps to take. Tri County uses the Standard Response Protocol system that is recommended by the
Nebraska Department of Education where students may hear directions to HOLD (stay in classrooms and keep
the halls clear), SECURE (stay inside the building), LOCKDOWN (lock doors, turn lights out, and stay out of sight
in the classroom), EVACUATE (in the case of a fire or a bus emergency) or SHELTER (in the case of a tornado).
This system has been in place and continues to be practiced on a regular basis in order to help us refine and
improve procedures.
Recently, Tri County Public Schools has partnered with Safe2Help Nebraska to provide an anonymous reporting
line. Beginning November 8, students, parents, staff or community will be able use a hotline number, mobile app
or website to report concerning behavior. The line is staffed 24/7 by professionally trained crisis counselors from
Boys’ Town who partner with Tri County staff to respond to reports about such things as: school threats, bullying,
suicide, crime, domestic violence, abuse, etc. For more information about the partnership, visit the Nebraska
School Safety webpage (https://www.education.ne.gov/safety/). More information about what can be reported
and how can also be found in the Counselor’s Corner of this newsletter.
Student and staff safety remains a top priority at Tri County Public Schools and across the state. Our safety
committee will continue to evaluate practices and procedures to ensure we are doing everything in our collective
power to protect our students’ and staff’s safety.
Feedback Requested
As part of our efforts to continuously improve our programs and services at Tri County Public Schools, we ask for
feedback from parents and patrons. Parents were offered an opportunity to provide feedback at parent-teacher
conferences. If you missed that opportunity and would still like to respond, please use this PARENT LINK
(https://forms.gle/EcT4XWkkdHV19khz5). Grandparents, neighbors, business owners, and patrons of Tri County
Public Schools are also encouraged to provide feedback! Please use the PATRON LINK
(https://forms.gle/oghRHbGo1SqProHd6). These links will remain open until November 7, so don’t delay!

From the Desk of the Athletic Director…..Mr. Bryce Simpson

As we transition into the winter months and the sports and activities that come with it, I want to first
congratulate our fall sports athletes. We had several athletes/teams with impressive regular season
results, which led to several opportunities to compete in the postseason. Thanks to the coaches and
athletes for your hard work! Winter sports will be starting soon so please be looking for
communication from our coaches regarding practice schedules, parent meetings, etc. We look
forward to seeing you come out and support our students in their various activities as fall ends and
winter begins. Thank you!
bryce.simpson@tricountyschools.org
Notes & Reminders:
rSchool continues to be our primary calendar for activities and athletics. This can be found on the Tri County
website (“Activities Calendar” button). The calendar is very fluid week to week, so please check the calendar
frequently and sign up for notifications.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Youth sports and other outside organizations wanting to use Tri County facilities are required to request
and reserve facilities. We use a Facilities Scheduler. This can be accessed on the Tri County web
site (District dropdown → Facilities Use Request).
JH winter sports practices have already started and their first competitions will begin in the next few
weeks. See rSchool for schedule updates as they often occur on short notice.
HS winter sports practices start on Monday, November 14th. If your child did not participate in a fall
sport, please confirm that physical and NSAA forms have been turned in, and activity fees are paid.
With fall play behind them, our One Act has started their preparations for their upcoming performances
A public performance at Tri County is slated for Friday, November 11th at 7 pm. Conference OneAct is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16th at Tri County.
Great job to our band and choir students and Mr. Morrissey on a very good fall concert performance. It
was nice to be back in the auditorium again to listen to our talented students perform live music.
One other shout out goes to our Pep Band. I heard numerous compliments from people at our fall
sporting events. Great job!
FFA, FBLA, and Student Council will again be holding their community food drives. On Thursday,
November 3th the three organizations will make their way to Plymouth, DeWitt, and Swanton to collect
food.

From the Desk of the High School principal...mr. ryan clark

SENCAP/Dual Credit
We have over twenty students in the high school participating in SENCAP or Dual Credit program through SCC at Tri
County. Southeast Community College, in partnership with Tri County, offers high school students the opportunity to
enroll in Southeast Nebraska Career Academy Partnership (SENCAP) which offers several Academies in various
educational fields.
Juniors and seniors in high school will not only have the opportunity to take college-level coursework in a career field
of their interest, but also have multiple opportunities to explore their career in a hands-on approach through job
shadowing, field trips, professional speakers, and annual events highlighting resume building, mock interviews, and
other worthy career-related activities. The program is designed for students to participate in SENCAP for two years
with the intention of students earning college credit and preparing them for their future careers.

Veteran’s Day Convocation
We are excited and honored to have Tri County Alumni and US Air Force Captain Mariah Brandt as the keynote
speaker for our annual Veterans Day Convocation on Friday, November 11th at 9:00 am in the Auditorium. Also, the
Tri County band will provide us with their armed forces medley and the choir will provide us with a patriotic vocal
selection. Additionally, as an appreciation for their service to our country, all local Veterans are invited and
encouraged to join members of the TC staff and the high school student council for a veterans reception in the cafeteria
at 8:15 for coffee and rolls. Please relay this information to any veteran that would be interested.
Also, if you have a veteran that you would like to recognize (that isn’t already included) on our digital wall of honor
on display in the cafeteria, please email a digital photo and the name of the veteran to ryan.clark@tricountyschools by
November 9th.

Speaker
On Tuesday, November 8th Tri County secondary students will have the opportunity to hear from guest speaker, Ray
Lozano. Since 1986, Ray Lozano has educated and entertained thousands of students in hundreds of middle schools
and high schools. Ray has a talent and gift for conveying what could be construed as boring drug and alcohol
prevention information in a fun and humorous way that his audiences come away informed and entertained. His career
started out in the Teen Challenge Ministry Institute, where he saw firsthand the ravages of drug use in young adults.
Ray holds a current certification as Prevention Specialist from the state of California as a drug and alcohol counselor.
Chronic Absenteeism
Each year in Nebraska, almost 36,000 (11%) students are chronically absent from school. Last year at Tri County 6%
of the students were chronically absent from school. A student is considered chronically absent when they ha ve
missed 18 days of school. This not only affects the growth of students academically, but it also affects Tri County’s
classification in the Nebraska Department of Education’s annual accountability report shared with the public. The
Department of Education analyzes three years of each school’s chronic absence data to help determine a classification
for each school. If TC has a high number of students that are chronically absent from schools, Tri County’s
classification will be reduced, generating various scenarios for the district. Thank you for partnering with us in helping
our students come to school all day, everyday!

Envirothon Field Day took place on Tuesday,
October 11th at UNL East Campus. Students
attended a variety of workshops to learn more
about Envirothon including soils, range,
wildlife, forestry, and more.
Nine members attended.

Members volunteered to help with Harvest
Bonanza on Thursday, October 13th in
conjunction with Ol' Red 99.5 in Beatrice at
Landmark Implement and on Wednesday,
October 19 in Plymouth by Zimmatic

We had 10 TC junior high students attend the Edge leadership conference last Friday. At the conference, the Nebraska
State FFA officer team provides high energy leadership sessions ranging from leadership, teamwork, FFA
opportunities, importance of agriculture, and how to balance time and activities.
The Tri County FFA Chapter took 34 students to the Southeast Area Land Judging Competition near Tecumseh, NE.
Kaden Van Winkle placed 6th, received a purple ribbon and also qualified for the state competition. Carter Holtmeier
and Jacob Wollenburg received blue ribbons. The following individuals received red ribbons: Evan Quackenbush,
Dusty Kapke, Harley Dike, and August Gerlach. Colton Placek, Cassidy Thavenet, and Rylee McCune all received
white ribbons. The team of Kaden Van Winkle, Carter Holtmeier, Jacob Wollenburg, and Evan Quackenbush received 5th place. The team of Dusty Kapke, Harley Dike, August Gerlach and Colton Placek received a white ribbon.

34 high school Tri County FFA Members competed in the Area 6 Range Judging Competition.
The following members placed in the senior division and the top 4 qualified for state. Dusty Kapke placed first,
Kaden Van Winkle placed 8th, Lucas Lewandowski placed 10th, John Wehrman placed 16th, and Carter Siems
placed 19th. In the junior division Jacob Wollenburg placed 7th, Cooper Stokebrand placed 25th, Landen Koch placed
34th, and Rylee McCune placed 44th.

Front L to R: Brooke Boyce, Ema Ziegler, Ella Clark, Addison Paxton & Brooke Morgan
Back Row L to R: Mrs. Hannah Gay, Co-Advisor, Avery Schultis, McKenzie Smith, Payton Smidt,
Kennadee Van Winkle, and Sydney Brauer
On Friday, October 21st, ten Tri County Student Council members attended the State Student
Council Conference in Kennesaw, Nebraska. These students included: Ella Clark, Payton Smidt,
McKenzie Smith, Ema Ziegler, Brooke Boyce, Addison Paxton, Avery Schultis, Sydney Brauer,
Brooke Morgan, and Kennadee Van Winkle. The students were able to meet with other Student
Council representatives from twenty-seven different schools in Nebraska. District office elections
were held during the conference as well.

McKenzie Smith was elected as the District 7 President, Addison Paxton was elected as the District
7 Secretary, and Mrs. Hannah Gay was selected to be the District 7 Advisor for 2022-23.

From the Desk of the Elementary Principal…..Mr. Jesse Gronemeyer

Red Ribbon week 2022 was a huge success!! Students studied the importance of
SAYING NO!!!!!

Congratulations to Emily Wood for
winning the Jefferson County
Spelling Bee!!!

Thank you to everyone that attended and listened to Cari
Ebert speak about Early Childhood! It was a great night
with some great information!! Thank you to Cara and the
Nebraska State Early Childhood Coalition for
making this possible!

Sing Around Nebraska Honor Choir Selection

Cookie Dough Sales were at a record high!
Tri County PTO profited over $9,000! This money is
going to be “ear marked” for a new playground
project. Thank you to all parents, students and staff
for a wonderful fundraiser!!!!

The elementary participated in the Nebraska 2022 Crunch off this year. This
is a multi-state competition to celebrate Farm to School month in October.
Nebraska has been the Crunch Off champions for the last 3 years!! We were
excited to participate this year.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Nov. 3 Picture Retakes
Nov 3. FBLA/FFA/STUCO Food Drive
Nov. 6 Time Change-set clocks back 1
hour
Nov. 8 Election Day
Nov 9 Late Start
Nov. 11 Veteran’s Program at school

Accepting Applications
Tri County Public Schools has current para
openings in our life skills classroom and on
our food service team! We also are continuing
to accept applications for substitute teachers,
paraprofessionals, food service staff and bus
drivers. If you are interested in being on the
substitute list in any of these areas, please
contact Tri County Public Schools.

Nov. 12 Veteran’s Program at Plymouth
Nov 14 Bd of Educ. Meeting 7 pm
Nov. 16 One Act Pioneer Conference
Nov. 16 NO SCHOOL
Nov 21 Progress Reports
Nov 23-25 NO SCHOOL

Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 6th!
Remember to set your clocks
back 1 hour the evening
before November 6th!

Weather Notice
The dropping temperatures are a sure sign that winter is just
around the corner! On days that winter weather would
reasonably be expected to affect students’ and staff’s safe
travel, the school day will be adjusted accordingly. Help us
help you in your planning - follow @TrojansTC on
Twitter, and Tri County Public Schools on Facebook. To
keep parents, students, staff and patrons informed about a
change in schedule, the district will post on social media, do
an all-call, send an email, contact KWBE, and contact
channel 10/11.
PARENTS--If at any time during the winter months you feel
it is unsafe for your children to drive or ride the bus due to
the weather. Please remember attendance is always your
call. ALSO, IF YOU CHOOSE TO KEEP YOUR CHILDREN
HOME, PLEASE GIVE THE OFFICE A CALL.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:
Tri County Public School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, marital status, disability, or age or in admission or
access to, or treatment of employment or educational programs and
activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the School District’s non-discrimination policies: the
superintendent of schools, who may be contacted in writing at Tri County
Public Schools, 72520 Hwy 103, DeWitt, Nebraska, 68341, by e-mail at
tiffanie.welte@tricountyschools.org or by telephone at
(402) 683-2037.

Tri County Schools
72520 Hwy 103
DeWitt NE 68341

