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BUILDING SAFETY
During the month of October, Tri County students and staff members participated in several safety procedures to ensure that in the event of a real occurrence, everyone knew what was expected of them. Everyone practiced the school evacuation and relocation procedure from exiting the building, boarding a school
bus, and driving to a relocation center. Prior to the evacuation, some staff members were trained on how to
drive a school bus because in an emergency, certified bus drivers will not be available. The safety team
learned several valuable lessons from the event and have made appropriate changes to the district safety
manual. Fire drills are practiced on a monthly basis as required by the state statute. The district uses the
Standard Response Protocol that is recommended by the Nebraska Department of Education. In addition to
the evacuation, students and staff have practiced HOLD and SECURE. HOLD requires students to stay in
their classrooms and continue business as usual. HOLD in the classroom is used when an event is taking
place in the building that students do not need to be aware of. SECURE the outside doors requires all students to remain inside the building with all exterior doors locked. Business as usual takes place within the
building during the event that is outside of the building in the community.
SNOW DAYS
On the days that winter weather will affect the safety of student travel, the school day will be adjusted according to the weather situation. To keep parents, students, staff, and patrons informed about a change in
schedule, the district will do an all-call, send an email, contact KWBE, contact channel 10/11, and use social
media. During inclement weather, parents always have the prerogative to keep their child(ren) home if they
feel that the roads are not safe for travel.
COVID-19 UPDATE
During the first quarter of the school year, Tri County has had minimal disruptions as a result of the COVID
pandemic. The district has had some students and staff members who have tested positive or have been
quarantined because of close contact
with someone. Tri County has been able
to cover the absence of staff members
and provide remote learning for those
students who were absent from school.
Hopefully, the current trend continues
for the second quarter of the school
year. If there are changes, the district
will respond accordingly to keep students and staff safe.

From the Desk of the Secondary Principal ….Ryan Clark
ryan.clark@tricountyschools.org | 402-683.2015 | twitter: @ryanclarkedu

Senior Resources
Senior Parents, stay up to date with Tri County’s “All Things Senior Year” website. Moving forward, the website will serve as
an information hub for specific details related to the Class of 2022. Information that can be found on the site includes: information on scholarship opportunities, EducationQuest resources, graduation details, and important senior specific dates. The
website will also contain “seasonal” information that will be helpful to members of the senior class.

Veteran’s Day Convocation
On Thursday, November 11th at 9:00 am, we will honor the many men and women who have served our country. Specifically, we look to honor the members of the TC community for their service. The TC band along with the TC Singers will perform a
medley of service songs. Finally, a guest speaker will give a short presentation. We hope to inspire our community and to
reflect on the many sacrifices our veterans have made.

TC Students Fare Well at Spelling Bee
Students in seventh and eighth grade competed at the regional spelling bee in
Fairbury on October 6th. Students who qualified for the spelling bee were Izel
Bauman, Chance Cunningham, Braxton Karl, Olive Clark, Garett Smidt, Sydney
Brauer, Alaina Kopf, Kennadee VanWinkle, and Brooke Morgan. We are so proud
of the way these students represented TC! Tri County placed four students in the
top ten: Chance Cunningham (8th place), Olive Clark (7th place) Brooke Morgan
(5th place) and Garrett Smidt (2nd place). Congratulations TC spellers!

Upcoming Events at TC (Check rSchool for specific times)
10/1 - No School, Varsity Football @ TC
10/2 - JH VB @ Southern
10/3, 4 - Fall Play @ TC
10/4 - Homecoming Week, JH Volleyball @ Sterling
10/5 - HS Volleyball @ Wilber-Clatonia, District Golf @ Lincoln, JH Volleyball @ TC, JH Football @ TC
10/6 - HS Volleyball @ TC, Parent’s Night (VB & XC), JH Volleyball @ Lewiston
11/2 - No School, Fall Break
11/4 - JH Choral Clinic @ TC
11/5 - ACT Registration Deadline
11/8 - JH Wrestling @ Friend, Pioneer Vocal @ TC/Southern

11/9 - FBLA/FFA Canned Food Drive in Plymouth, DeWitt, Swanton
11/10 - District Livestock Judging @ York Fairgrounds, One-Act @ Osceola
11/11 - Veterans Day Convocation 9 am @ TC Auditorium, Girls JH BB @ Milford
11/12 - JH Wrestling @ David City
11/13 - One Act @ Fairbury
11/15 - JH Girls BB @ Wilber-Clatonia, JH Wrestling @ Southern
11/16 - JH Wrestling @ Dorchester
11/17 - All State Band/Choir in Lincoln, One-Act @ Pawnee City
11/22 - JH Girls BB @ Centennial, FFA Leadership Night @ TC
10/23 - One-Act @ Lincoln High
11/24 - 1:00 Dismissal
11/25-11/26 - No School

11/29 - JH Girls BB @ Milford, JH Wresting @ Wilber-Clatonia

From the Desk of the Activities Director ….Bryce Simpson
bryce.simpson@tricountyschools.org
As we transition into the winter months and the sports and activities that come with it, I want to first
congratulate our fall sports athletes. We had several athletes/teams with impressive regular season results, which led to several opportunities to compete in the postseason. Thanks to the coaches and athletes for your hard work! Winter sports will be starting soon so please be looking for communication
from our coaches regarding practice schedules, parent meetings, etc. We look forward to seeing you
come out and support our students in their various activities as fall ends and winter begins. Thank you!
Notes & Reminders:


rSchool continues to be our primary calendar for activities and athletics. This can be found on the Tri
County website (“Activities Calendar” button). The calendar is very fluid week to week, so please
check the calendar frequently and sign up for notifications.



A final congratulations to our fall sports athletes. We had several athletes/teams with impressive regular season results, which led to several opportunities to compete in the postseason. Thanks to the
coaches and athletes for your hard work!



JH winter sports practices have already started and their first competitions will begin in the next few
weeks. See rSchool for schedule updates as they often occur on short notice.



HS winter sports practices start on Monday, November 15th. If your child did not participate in a fall
sport, please confirm that physical and NSAA forms have been turned in, and activity fees are paid.



With fall play behind them, our One Act has started their preparations for their upcoming performances. A public performance at Tri County is slated for Friday, December 12th at 7 pm and then the team
will travel to Fairbury the next day (11/13) for a competition. Conference One-Act is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 17th at Pawnee City. The district competition will be hosted by Fillmore Central on Wednesday, December 1st.



Great job to Mr. Morrissey, Mr. Wooten, and their students on a very good fall concert performance. It
was nice to be back in the auditorium again to listen to our talented students perform live music. One
other shout out goes to our Pep Band. I heard numerous compliments from people at our fall sporting
events who truly enjoyed hearing the pep band back at those events. Great job!



Our other organizations remain active with meetings, competitions, fundraisers, etc. Kudos to the sponsors and kids
for their commitment to the success of our extracurricular
organizations!





FFA, FBLA, and Student Council will again be holding
their community food drives. On Thursday, November 4th
the three organizations will make their way to Plymouth,
DeWitt, and Swanton to collect food. Students will go
door to door starting at 6 pm. Food can be left on the door
steps or given to students when they arrive. Food will be
donated to
If you are wanting to use a facility for a youth sports practice or other event, please contact Mr. Simpson to check on
gym or other room availability, and to reserve that space.
The district has purchased a Facilities Scheduler as an addon to rSchool. This will be available in the next few weeks
which will hopefully streamline and make the process for
reserving spaces in our school easier for outside groups.

VETERAN’S DAY
November 11, 2021

Remembering all
those that served
our Great Country

FROM THE GUIDANCE COUNSELOR….Betsy Spilker
We have completed another successful Apply2College day this year. 31 Seniors applied for postsecondary education. Information was shared with students about filling out the FAFSA. It’s important that
everyone understands that even if you don’t think your family would qualify for financial aid through
the FAFSA, it is required for application to college. Senior Parents had the opportunity to join us. I
continue to send information toSenior parents about other opportunities with Education Quest to learn more
about Financial Aid/ filling out the FAFSA etc. If you have more questions, the number for the Lincoln EducationQuest office is 402 475-5222.
Juniors should also be thinking about taking the
ACT once before it is given to them as a class in April.
It isn’t required but it is very helpful to take it more than
once. Upcoming dates for the ACT are December
121and February 5 Register at www.act.org.
This is the time of year that we start working with
Sophomores on career exploration and encourage
them to go on Job Shadows. If people in the community know of businesses etc that would still allow students to spend a day there, please contact Mrs. Spilker with that information. That will help in making plans
for these students.

QUACKENBUSH WINS CHAMPIONSHIP AT SOUTHEAST AREA LAND CONTEST
Twenty-nine Agriculture Education students from Tri County High School competed in the
October 6th Southeast Area Land Judging Contest. The competition had twelve schools participate and was hosted by the Lower Big Blue NRD. Area NRCS personnel helped with the
area event. There were 217 students competing. The contest site was east of Beatrice,
NE. Students evaluated four sites for soil factors such as depth, texture, slope, erosion and
thickness. The students then determined the land capability class and recommended soil
treatments.

The Tri County team of (L to R) Tayden Gronemeyer, John
Wehrman, Evan Quackenbush and Dusty Kapke qualified for the
State Land Judging in Holdrege on Oct. 20th. The team earned a
purple ribbon and plaque.

The Tri County team of Evan Quackenbush,
Dusty Kapke, John Wehrman and Tayden
Gronemeyer won the third place plaque and
qualified for the state land judging contest
on October 20th at Holdrege, NE. Tri County
also finished with the 9th place team. These
members were Karli Scherling, August Gerlach, Colton Bales and Nick Loxterkamp. This team earned a blue ribbon. There were 51 teams. Schools competing were Tri County, Diller/Odell, Falls
City, Pawnee City, Johnson-Brock, Nebraska
City, Meridian, Johnson Co. Center, Palmyra,
Syracuse,
Lewiston and
Fairbury.

Individual Tri County results were: Evan Quackenbush, Champion Purple 1st place; Dusty Kapke, Purple 10th place; Blue
Ribbons to John Wehrman, Tayden Gronomeyer, Karli Scherling and August Gerlach; Red Ribbons to Colton Bales, Nick
Loxterkamp, Caden Bales, Jonah Schwab, Trevor Johnson
and Emerson Schultz; White Ribbons to Kaden VanWinkle, Carter Holtmeier, Kaden Koch, Sam Wagner, Braiden
Strouf, Carter Siems, Gracin Hahn, Gavin Weichel, Brevin Damrow, Taylor Koch and Zach Bergmeier. Other students competing for Tri County were Ellie Peters, Mason Schmidt, Colton
Placek, Lucas Lewandowski, Emily Thavenet and Jackson
Kirchoff. Mr. Dave Barnard is the Tri County Advisor. The top
50% of the students earned ribbons.

Tri County Ag Education sophomore
Evan Quackenbush won the Southeast
Area Land Judging competition on Oct.
6th. Evan bested 216 other individuals.

TRI COUNTY FOOD DRIVE
Sponsored by the FFA, FBLA, and Student Council

Starting at 6:00 on November 4th for Plymouth, DeWitt,
and Swanton Communities
Please leave your donations outside your door. Donations will go
to DeWitt and Beatrice Food Pantries.

TRI COUNTY FFA TEAMS UP WITH HOMESTEAD HISTORICAL PARK
The Tri County FFA Chapter recently completed a community service project for the Homestead National Historical Park. The members also partnered with Norris Public Power District (NPPD) on the
activity.
Fifteen Chapter members constructed twenty sign
posts for prairie plant identification for the Homestead. The square tubing and rounded stock materials
were funded by the NPPD’s “Operation Round-Up” program. The ag education students cut, welded, buffed
and primed the posts. The posts will have plant signs
bolted to them which are provided by the Park
staff. The students hope park visitors will enjoy knowing the prairie plant names and gain an appreciation for
our local history.
Mr. Jesse Bolli, Resource Management Specialist at the
Homestead, helped the FFA coordinate the project. Seniors Nick Loxterkamp, Gavin Weichel, Nicholas Scheele, Taryn VanEperen, Kanin Baker, Tyler
Houser and Fischer Ensz spearheaded the FFA project.

Tri County FFA donated 20 signposts to the Homestead National
Historical Park recently. The FFA worked with the Homestead
and Norris Public Power District on the project. FFA Officers
(Front) Emily Thavenet, Emerson Schultis, (Back) Mya Maxwell
and Brevin Damrow made the presentation to ;Mr. Jesse Bolli of
the Homestead.

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS ATTEND RURAL SAFETY DAY
The Tri County FFA Chapter sponsored and hosted a Progressive Agriculture Safety Day on
October 14th for 160 area third and fourth graders. The FFA cooperated with the Gage County Ag Society with the event. The event was a part of the Tri County FFA’s Connecting Chapters on-going project. Eleven safety presenters highlighted the day. Students rotated to the
sessions at the Gage County Fairgrounds.
Sessions conducted were First Aid/First Response by the Beatrice Community Hospital and
EMT’s; Fire Prevention /Smoke Trailer by the Nebraska State Fire Marshal; Large Animal
Safety by the SCC-Beatrice Ag Education students; Underground Hazards by Black Hills Energy; Electrical Safety by Norris Public Power District; Lawn Mower Safety by Mr. Paul Hay;
Internet & Social Media Safety by Diode Technology; Firearm Safety by Mr. Sam Cowan; ATV
Safety by the Southern FFA Chapter; Boating Safety by the Nebraska Games & Parks Commission and Healthy Lifestyles Safety Serandas by Jacie Milius of the Gage Co. Extension
Service.

Mr. Dave Barnard was the event coordinator. Each student received a take home bag of
safety items and a tee shirt. The safety items were donated by area businesses including
Black Hills Energy, Beatrice Community Hospital (BCH), Bunge Corp., the Gage County Sheriff’s Office, Farmers Cooperative, Progressive Ag Safety Foundation and the State
Fire Marshal. Farm Credit Services of America and Beatrice Community Hospital provided
morning refreshments for the participants.
Tri County FFA members serving as group leaders were Ella Clark, Emily Thavenet, Catrina
Washburn, Kinsley Fletcher, Brevin Damrow. Assistant presenters were Caitlin Franzen,
Nick Loxterkamp, Gavin Weichel, Mya Maxwell, Cassidy Thavenet, Nick Loxterkamp and
Grant Lewandowski. Twelve other members worked on organizing the event.

From the Desk of the Elementary Principal….Jesse Gronemeyer
Is it really November already? WOW, where has the first semester gone? I guess the old saying, “time flies when
you are having fun” is true! It has been a great first semester here at Tri County Elementary and I am looking forward
to what the future holds!
I am excited to announce that Stella Morrissey, Kheri Pfingsten and
Maggie White were honored by the Nebraska Music Educators Association. These three girls will come together with many students
from all over the state of Nebraska on November 17th in Lincoln.
On this day they will participate in many choir/music related activities and perform in the Lied Center in the evening. Great job and
congrats again to Stella, Kheri and Maggie!
On October 5th several 5/6th students represented Tri County at the local Jefferson County Spelling Bee. Those students included: Noa Ziegler, Isaac Sowards, Hollyn Van Winkle, Carver Olberding, Norah Morrissey, Emily Wood,
Ben Loxtercamp, Ava Cunningham, Dawson Siems and Alexis Mammen. I am proud to announce the following students placed: Norah Morrissey (3rd Place), Carver Olberding (5th Place), Isaac Sowards (Tied 8th Place) and Noa
Ziegler (Tied 8th Place. Tri County took 4/10 places back with them! This is nearly half of the places that went to Tri
County students with four schools participating. Great job TC students!
Thank you parents for your great participation during parent teacher conferences. We were able to meet in person
with 96.5% of our parents! Remember, parent and teacher communication is a MUST for student success and
achievement. If you ever have any questions or concerns, never hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or reach Mr.
Gronemeyer at the front office.
Students met their monthly HIGH FIVE AWARD goal for the month of October. The goal was to
receive 300 awards schoolwide. Since the goal was met, students were able to wear their Halloween
costumes to school on Friday, October 29th. Students and staff had a BLAST doing this. Make sure
to look at the Tri County FACEBOOK page to see some of these crazy costumes!
Thank you to all that sold and bought cookie dough. The PTO had another successful fundraiser as they profited nearly $7400 for their organization! Congratulations to 1st Grader Quade Roeber
for selling the most cookie dough in the entire school. Quade sold 55 tubs of
cookie dough!!! For doing so, Quade was rewarded with a $50 Amazon Gift
Card.
Thank you to the elementary student council, Mrs. Chapman and PTO for their
organization and funding of Red Ribbon Week 2021. Students celebrated the
importance of SAYING NO TO DRUGS for a full week. Students dressed up
to themes, had a decorate your classroom door contest and sold tickets for a
raffle. It was an exciting/fun week and again thank you to all that made this
possible!
As mentioned before, I am looking forward to what the upcoming months
bring! It’s going to be an exciting ride! As always, let me know if you need
anything.

Lunch
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

All Menu’s Include:
Fresh Salad Greens
Fruits & Vegetables
Low Fat & Skim Milk
Choice of a Sandwich

14

21

3

4

5

Subs

Popcorn Chicken

Spaghetti

Scalloped Potato

Potato Salad/Chips

French Fries

Green Beans

Baked Beans

Chocolate Cake

Corn

Bread Stick

8

9

10

11

12

Chicken Leg

Hamburger

Rib Sandwich

Taco N Bag

Chicken Fried Steak

Scalloped Potato

French Fries

Green Beans

Spanish Rice

Mash Potato/Gravy

Monster Bar

Baked Beans

Sherbet

Corn

Roll

15

16

17

18

19

Pizza

Chicken Nuggets

Pulled Pork

Chicken Fajita

Turkey Meal

Carrots

French Fries

Scalloped Potato

Green Beans

Mash Potato/Gravy

Garlic Bread

Corn

Baked Beans

Churro

Pumpkin Dessert

22

23

24

25

26

Quesadilla

Orange Chicken

Hot Dogs

Baby Bakers

Rice

French Fries

Rice Krispy Bar

Mixed Vegetable

Cookie

29

OPPORTUNITY

Chicken Sandwich

Salisbury Steak

PROVIDER AND

Peas

Mash Potato/Gravy

Pudding

Monkey Bread

EMPLOYER

Fri

Corn Dog

Jello
30

28 USDA IS AN EQUAL

Thu

2

No School

7

Wed

Sat
6

13

20

27

Sandwiches
Mon - Salami
Tue - Turkey
Wed - Ham
Thurs - Club
Friday-PB & J

Breakfast Menu
Sun

1

Mon

No School

7

8
Pancake
Sausage Link
Donuts

14

Ham/Sausage Sandwich
Strudel
9
Ham/Sausage Sandwich

3

Wed

Breakfast Burrito

Thu

4

Ham/Sausage

5

Fri

Donuts

Muffin

10

11

12

No Breakfast

Ham/Sausage

Tornado

Donuts

Muffin

17

18

19

Ham/Sausage Sandwich

Omelet

Ham/Sausage

Breakfast Pizza

Sausage Link

Sandwich

Bagel

Donuts

Muffin

22

23

24

25

26

Waffle

Ham/Sausage Sandwich

Egg Patty

No School

No School

Strudel

29

30

Pancake

Ham/Sausage Sandwich

Sausage Link
Donuts

Strudel

13

Sandwich

16

Donuts

Sat

Breakfast Pizza

Bagel

Strudel

Strudel

6

Sandwich

Pancake on a stick

Sausage Link

28

Tue

15

Donuts
21

2

20

27

Sausage Link
Toast

ALL MENU’S ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Other Choices:
Cereal, Breakfast Bar
Fruit
Milk and Juice

Weat her Not i ce
Old man winter is not far away. With that
in mind I want to remind you that if school
will be closed, we have a late start, or we
dismiss early because of the weather the
school notifies KOLN/KGIN-channel
10/11 and radio station KWBE-1450AMBeatrice. A notification is also posted on
Facebook.
We also utilizing our SwiftK12 notification
system that notifies you by phone or email.
* Also please check
the district’s web
site for closing information

