Tr o j a n Ta l k
Tri

Co u nt y

Sch o ols

Di stri ct

Ne ws let ter
SEPTEMBER 2022

Dr. Tiffanie Welte

Welcome to the 2022-2023 School Year!
New Staff for the 2022-2023 School Year
Tri County Public Schools has added several new staff members .Staff members are excited about the additions to the
Tri County family and feel that the new staff will continue the quality education and experiences students receive.
Please take time to welcome the new staff to the school district.
Dr. Tiffanie Welte is our new superintendent. She has been in education for 29 years. Her former districts have been
Weeping Water, Ralston, Papillion-LaVista, Waverly & a suburb of St. Louis.
Hilary Conway is our new business manager. She is from Wilber and previously was the business manager at Cross
County Community Schools.
Koner Hogue –is from Falls City and graduated from Peru State College. This is his first year teaching. He is our 7-12
grade PE/Health/Weights instructor. He will also be our head Girl’s Varsity BB coach and assistant Junior High Track
coach.
Bodie Moeller is from Plymouth, Ne. He graduated from TC in 2011. He has been teaching the last five years at Aurora
Public Schools. He is our new Social Studies Teacher and will be coaching Jr. High Football and High School Shot and
Discus.
Alison Moeller– is our 10-12 special education teacher, she graduated from Peru State College. This is her 7th year of
teaching.
Matthew Dunker will be teaching 7th and 8th grade science and help coach XC and Junior High Track. He graduated
from Nebraska Wesleyan University and has been teaching for 6 years.

Sarah Hebda– graduated from Tri County in 2014. She is our Ag Instructor and FFA Advisor. She graduated from UNL
and this is her fifth year teaching.
Jesi Brewer is from Ravenna, NE. She graduated from Hastings College and is currently working on her masters
through Wayne State College. This is her 8th year teaching and first year at Tri County. She is our Grades 5 and
6 Math Teacher.

New Staff for the 2022-2023 School Year
Continued from page 1
Garret Drews is our Elementary Music Teacher. He is originally from Fremont, NE and graduated from
Concordia University, in May 2022. This is his first year teaching.
Oliva Welch graduated from Peru State College just this last May, and this is her first year teaching.
She is our K-6 Resource Teacher. She is coaching Junior High Volleyball.
Brandy Block is a new paraeducator and she will work with Mrs. Hannah Gay in her classroom.
Brandy will support 7th-9th grade students in their general education classroom.
Ameila Morrissey is a new paraeducator and she will work with Mrs. Linda Baumann in the Life
Skills classroom. Ameila is a 1-1 para with students who will need additional support in the classroom.
Darcy Baker has been hired as a member of the food service staff at Tri County.
Tylor Boggs has been hired in our grounds/maintenance department.

September, 2022
One of the neatest things about school is that there is a fresh, new start every single August
- it’s a new beginning full of opportunities and endless possibilities for each student to reach
new heights! Students and staff look forward to summer break each spring, true; but there’s
no denying that as days start getting a bit shorter and stores start promoting new school
supplies, we get excited to reunite with our students, families and friends. This year is no
exception, and it’s especially exciting to welcome everyone back! We’re off and running,
meeting new faces, experiencing familiar routines and traditions, and looking forward to all
that our Tri County Trojans will accomplish this year!
On our first day back with students, I challenged each one to literally reach a little bit higher
as an example that when they believe in themselves they can reach new goals - in the
classroom, on the playing field, in activities, and in life. Everyone in the gym proved that
with even a little encouragement they have the ability to stretch themselves to new heights.
Like our families and communities, the staff and I have confidence in each of our students
and expect that they will continue to demonstrate #TCPride and excellence. I’m honored to
be serving here, excited that the new year has begun, and eager for opportunities to interact
with students, staff, families and the communities that make Tri County home!
Just a couple of housekeeping items as we get rolling: Families and patrons are
encouraged to follow Tri County on our website, Facebook and Twitter. The rSchool
calendar linked on the website is incredibly helpful for staying up to date on all things
happening at the school throughout the year. Our COVID - Ready to Learn protocols have
been updated for the school year and are also linked on the web page. Unless directives
from the health department change, routines will be consistent with what was taking place
last spring. Last, but not least, know that my door is always open, as are Mr. Gronemeyer’s
and Mr. Clark’s. If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please feel free
to call upon any of us.
Welcome back for the 2022-2023 school year and join us in our continued mission to “create
and develop a community of motivated, responsible, productive and continuous learners.”
Dr. Tiffanie Welte

Student Meals for 2022-2023

Important: Please fill out the free and reduced
meal application forms when you receive them.
If your family qualifies then all district fees are
waived for your children. The district receives
state and federal grants based on the percent of
students enrolled who are eligible for free or reduced meals.
What this means for you:

Your student will receive meals at reduced or no cost
for the entire 2022-2023 school year.
•

P-EBT Benefits: Households may be eligible
for Pandemic-EBT benefits through the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. P-EBT benefits are based in part on eligibility for Free and Reduced-Price meals.

•

Fee Waivers and Health Insurance: Student
Free and Reduced-Price meal eligibility can be
shared with other programs (with parental
consent) for the purposes of fee waivers,
scholarships, Medicaid and SCHIP.

•

•

School Benefits: Your school receives State
and local funding based on the number of students eligible for Free and Reduced-Price
meals.
Fee Waivers and Health Insurance: Student
Free and Reduced-Price meal eligibility can be
shared with other programs (with parental
consent) for the purposes of fee waivers,
scholarships, Medicaid and SCHIP.

NEBRASKA SCHOOL NUTRITION ASSOCIATON

On June 27-29th Nicky Porter, Dee Schuerman
and Bev Prebyl attended this conference in
Kearney. There were more than 250 school nutrition professionals where they sampled healthy
foods that met federal school nutrition standards.
They attended Education sessions on a wide
range of topics including wellness policy updates,
how to increase participation in the school meals
programs, food safety information, customer
service tips, social media, healthy celebrations
and leadership. The Exhibit Hall featured over 70
vendors offering foods, supplies, equipment, nutrition education and meal planning tools.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:
Tri County Public School does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, marital status, disability, or age
or in admission or access to, or treatment of employment or
educational programs and activities. The following person has
been designated to handle inquiries regarding the School District’s non-discrimination policies: the superintendent of
schools, who may be contacted in writing at Tri County Public
Schools, 72520 Hwy 103, DeWitt, Nebraska, 68341, by e-mail at
tiffanie.welte@tricountyschools.org or by telephone at
(402) 683-2037.

The Tri County School District has a long tradition of
commitment to serving the education needs of all its
children, including those with disabilities.
6010
Special Education and Section 504
Identification, Evaluation and Verification
All children, regardless of their handicapping condition, are entitled to a free appropriate public education
and an equal opportunity for education according to
their needs. The district will follow the protocols created by the Nebraska Department of Education and the
United States Department of Education in identifying,
evaluating, verifying, and providing services to students who may be entitled to special education services
pursuant to Rule 51 of the Nebraska Department of Education and the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act, or rehabilitative services pursuant to Section 504
regulations at 34 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 104.
School administrators, teachers and other education
staff will implement all provisions of Individualized
Education Plans and Section 504 Plans. The school
district shall provide special education and rehabilitative services only to children with verified disabilities
and qualifying conditions.

Summer Projects 2022
It was another very busy summer here at TC. A lot of painting was happening around school. I
think the ladies set a record! So a BIG thanks to Ms. Leslie, Norris, Mrs. Jenny Washburn and
Ms. Alishia Herring for all their hard work. I would estimate they applied around 50 to 60 gallons
of paint to walls, doors, trim and floors. Thank you Ladies!
I would also like to thank Mr. Ken Allen and Mrs. Mary Connell for all of their hard work and
everything they did over the summer. They moved a lot of furniture, tables, desks and chairs out
of rooms. Scrubbed, stripped, waxed and burnished countless square feet of floors. A BIG thanks
to the two of you!
For those of you that have not met Mr. Tylor Boggs yet he has taken over for Mr. Brian Burger in
the grounds department. Mr. Boggs is doing a great job of maintaining Tri County Schools
outdoor areas. As well as helping with projects inside the school this summer. Thanks Mr. Boggs!
Our HVAC project is wrapped up for now. Three out of the seven rooftop units have been installed and running. Unfortunately the other four will have to come later when they arrive. With
that we have some areas that are a little uncomfortable. With the help of some portable A/C units
and running some temporary ducting from existing units we will get by.
For those of you that are new to Tri County the Media Specialist desks in the Elementary and
High School libraries are new this year. I contacted a Tri County Alumni Mr. Dustin Bloomquist
owner of Precision Custom Woodcraft in Lincoln to design and build these. Thanks to Mrs. Kim
Wiegers and Mrs. Jodi Hicks and their hard work in coming up with original design I think they
are a great addition to the school. Great job ladies!
School has begun and it is good to see all the kids and staff back here in school again! I think the
bus routes are going ok for the most part. There are always some changes that need to be made
after the first day or so. I would like to thank Mrs. Shayna Sowards for everything she does for
me to make the bus schedules happen. Couldn’t do it without you!
Mr. Kevin Weichel

From the Desk of the Secondary Principal……..Mr. Ryan Clark
Jr/Sr High September Newsletter
Growth Assessments
We have had a great start to the school year! Academically, students and teachers
are hitting full steam. Our activities are busy with their beginning of the year
festivities, and our athletes and coaches are geared up for their first competitions.

Part of being able to tailor appropriate instruction to all of our students is knowing
where each student is, academically, at the start of the year. To accomplish this, we
assess our students using MAP Growth and NSCAS Growth.

F2F Picnic
We will have a little fun during lunch on Friday, September 9th. Students will have an
extended lunch period to enjoy grilled meat and produce from the Farm to Fork
organization. Students will also enjoy some time outside challenging their
classmates and teachers in various yard game activities (spike ball, can jam,
cornhole) while enjoying ice cream on the south lawn.

Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent teacher conferences for the secondary are scheduled for Thursday,
September 29th from 3:30-8:30 pm in the HS Gym. Please look for more information
about conferences in the secondary via email in the upcoming weeks.

From the Desk of the Athletic Director…..Mr. Bryce Simpson

AD Notes & Reminders:
A reminder that rSchool is our primary calendar for activities and athletics this year. This
includes practices, meetings, events, and competitions for our athletics and other
extracurricular activities. rSchool can be accessed via our school website by clicking on the
“Activities Calendar” and there are options to subscribe and receive notifications of changes
when they occur. (https://www.pioneerconference.org/public/genie/460/school/682/)
•

Any outside groups (community organizations, youth sports, etc.) are required to reserve
facility use head of time. Please go under the “District” drop-down on the school website
and click on “Facilities Use Request” to start this process.

•

Students are reminded to keep up with their academic responsibilities in order to remain
eligible for activities. Students with a failing grade in TWO or more classes are ineligible to
participate in competitions or events. The D & F list is released and updated weekly.

•

The annual homecoming game and coronation is scheduled for Friday, September 16th
against David City.

•

Fall Sports Senior Nights

•

October 7th Football game vs. Milford - We will recognize football and girls golf Senior
athletes & their parents.

•

October 4th volleyball game vs. Wilber-Clatonia - We will recognize volleyball and cross
country Senior athletes & their parents.

•

A special thank to our booster clubs and alumni groups for their ongoing support of our
students and their extracurricular activities.

Bryce Simpson
Activities Director
bryce.simpson@tricountyschools.org

From the Desk of the Elementary Principal…..Mr. Jesse Gronemeyer

A big thanks to parents, teachers and students for a wonderful start of the
2022-2023 school year!!
• Thank you to all parents for attending the Elementary Open House and the
PTO for their efforts on this night as well!
• I would like to welcome four new staff members in the elementary school
• Dr. Tiffanie Welte (Superintendent)
• Garret Drews (Elementary Music)
• Olivia Welch (Special Education)
• Jesi Brewer (5/6th Math)

Important upcoming Dates:
•

No School September 5th and 6th

• September 21 st - 10 AM Start
• September 29th - PT Conferences
• September 30th - No school
Never hesitate to contact me at the
school with any questions or concerns.

TC PRIDE
Mr. Gronemeyer
jesse.gronemeyer@tricountyschools.org
402-683-2015 ext. #101

