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Lunchtime Success
The Farm 2 Fork program at Tri County held their first event on February 10th. Members of the committee and patrons
grilled four-hundred bacon burgers for the students' lunch that day. The grills were set up in the bus barn and the burgers were carried to the kitchen in roasters for serving. The lunch was a HUGE success according to the students who
were surveyed during the lunch period. Thank you to Brian Zimmerman, Brian Brauer, Brandon Esau, Don Esua, Kyle
Baade, and Kirk Holtmeier for grilling the burgers for the students. The F2F organization is planning on a second grilling
date on March 10th and a patron lunch on April 7th. If you would like to donate an animal to the school or make a financial donation to help pay for the processing, go to the Tri County Public Schools website and under the Community tab is
a link to the Farm 2 Fork site. Thank you to Farm 2 Fork for supporting the students at Tri County Public Schools.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT
Parents and guardians, it is almost spring and the weather outside already feels like spring. And, everyone is starting a downhill
slide to the end of the school year. The spring of the year is very busy for students and staff with a wide variety of activities. Staff
members met on the last late start of February and looked at a school calendar and did some backward planning to make sure they
would be able to cover the priority standards for their curriculum.
Parents, please be sure that you continue to talk to your child(ren) about finishing the school year strong. The last third of the school
year includes a wide variety of student activities that staff and students need to plan around and required assessments students
must take. Just like an activity in which your child participates, parents and staff members must encourage them to finish strong
through the end. It is equally important to encourage them to finish strong in the classroom as the end of the school year approaches. Talk to your child on how they are doing in school, check grades on PowerSchool, contact teachers with questions, and become
an active part of Tri County Public Schools. Your involvement in your child’s education will pay great dividends as the end of the
school year approaches.

Celebrating Student Achievement
The Tri County Public Schools board of education has undertaken a plan to honor those students who excel in activities
and athletics outside of the classroom. Mr. Schlueter met with all of the sponsors of the various athletic programs and
activity programs within the entire district and criteria was established for earning board of education recognition.
Recognition will be different based on the specific activity/sport and the highest honor that can be achieved. The Student Achievement award is designed to recognize those students whose skill has raised levels of achievement to the top
of their individual activity.
Those students who earned Student Achievement ward are: Brandon Beeson, 1st Team All-State D-1 Football, Jack
Holsing, First Team All-State D-1 Football, Cole Siems, 1st Team All-State D-1 Football, Logan Larson, medaling in 12th
place at the State Cross Country Championships.
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From the Desk of the Secondary Principal….Ryan Clark
Class Scheduling
We are starting the process of scheduling students for the 2021-2022 school year. Mrs. Spilker and I have been
meeting with classes talking with students about the importance of taking classes that will be beneficial to their academic path.
Being thoughtful when building a schedule is an important process for students. It can have a positive effect on the
career path they choose. By carefully selecting courses that fall into their future plans, students can set themselves
up for an easy transition beyond high school.
Students also have many opportunities to gain college credit while at TC. Juniors and seniors are eligible to take
SENCAP (Southeast Nebraska Career Academy Partnership) courses through Southeast Community College. SENCAP
courses are a great way for students to gain college credit, while getting the experience in the potential career field
of their choice. Students in grades 9 and 10 can set themselves up for the opportunity to be eligible to take SENCAP
courses by excelling in the classroom in their core classes and electives in the years leading up to their 11th and 12th
grade years.
Please check out our course catalog under the Jr Sr High School tab on the Tri County web page. The course catalog
is full of useful information pertaining to the right courses to take for each student's specific plans after high school.

7/9 Orientation Night
On March 1st, parents of students in grade 6 (class of 2027) and grade 8 (class of 2025) are invited to Tri County for
parent information night. We will discuss many things having to do with the transition to junior high or high school.
Topics of discussion will include: courses available to students, exploratory/elective classes, extracurricular activities
and a question and answer session. The JH grade session starts at 6:30 in the auditorium and the HS will start at 7:15
in the cafeteria.

Student Fees
Please submit payment for student fees your student may owe. A detailed list of any fees can be viewed on the parent side of Powerschool. It is important to pay student fees as soon as possible.
Thank You!

From the Desk of the Activities Director….Bryce Simpson
bryce.simpson@tricountyschools.org

A quick look at the calendar and all of a sudden the chaos of spring is here. Although this spring will look different in many regards, we all know how busy it gets and how quickly the last few months of the school year will go.
Many of the events this spring will look different than they usually do, but we look forward to having as many of
these as possible. Information will be shared as these events approach, so please pay attention to the school website, Facebook page, newsletter, etc. Thanks in advance for making the spring season just as successful as the fall
and winter seasons were when it comes to our activities.

Notes & Reminders:


rSchool continues to be our primary calendar for activities and athletics. This can be found on the Tri
County website. The calendar is very fluid week to week, so please check the calendar frequently and sign
up for notifications.



Updates regarding COVID-19 policies for events hosted at Tri County can be found on our school website.
Information about what other schools have for policies can also be found on our website by clicking on the
“Athletic & Activity Event Information - COVID-19 POLICIES.” (https://www.tricountyschools.org/
vnews/display.v/ART/5f3e93c68b3f2)



Thanks to all of our winter sport athletes and coaches. You represented Tri County well on and off the
court and mat. Congratulations on your seasons and the numerous accomplishments!



Congratulations to the three state wrestling qualifiers: Brandon Beeson, Zaid Martinez, and Caden Reedy.
A special shout out to Brandon Beeson for his 5th place medal at the state meet!



With spring practices starting, please make sure the necessary paperwork is turned in to the office, especially if they did not participate in a fall or winter sport/activity.



District speech will be held at Raymond Central High School on Saturday, March 6. State speech will be
on Thursday, March 18 at Kearney High School. Spectator information will be posted at a later date.



The 7-12 spring concert will be virtual this year. See the school website for a link to the performances.
The music department is making plans for POPS Concert, more information to be released at a later date.



Spring is banquet season at Tri County as well. Due to COVID-19, the traditional banquets will look different, but we are still planning on having them in some capacity. Please look for information from the
various organizations and sponsors as these approach.



The first high school track meet is scheduled for Friday, March 19th at the Doane University Indoor Track
& Field facility. Information regarding spectators will be released at a later date.



Tri County will host four track meets this year. If you are interested in volunteering your time to help with
any of these meets, please contact Bryce Simpson. Thanks in advance for your help!

From the Desk of the Guidance Counselor...Betsy Spilker
COVID has shut down taking large groups on college
campuses. Tri County students have been missing out on
group college visits since last March. I truly hope that colleges will be able to allow them to happen again next year but will we be able to catch students up on the visits that
they have missed? If you are reading this and would like to
give me some input, I would appreciate it!
The 8th graders will not be visiting UNL this spring.
Our current Freshman class missed their trip to UNL as 8th
graders and to Doane as 9th graders. Current Sophomores
have missed their trip to Peru State. The Juniors missed
options to UNK, UNO or SCC-Lincoln. Mr. Sand and I
have not been able to take CTE students to SCC-Milford.
Juniors have had the opportunity to visit colleges with
their parents. Not all of them have taken advantage of that
opportunity but many have. If you have a Junior student,
remember that there are 2 excused absences for college visits. Campuses are allowing for a student and one additional
person to have the traditional college visit.
I like for the younger students to go on these group visits because it gives more purpose to what they need to accomplish in High School for going to college. Hopefully
the ones missing visits to Milford will get that opportunity
next year. I’m struggling with what to do for the missing
Doane, UNL and Peru trips. If you are a parent of a current
8th grader, 9th grader or 10th grader and have an opinion
on this please email me at
betsy.spilker@tricountyschools.org.

COVID is also changing my plans for the annual Academic Banquet. This year we will award these students at
Honors Night. More information will be forthcoming for
families with students that qualify for this honor.
One thing that hasn’t changed is that Seniors are still
applying for scholarships! I’m still sending email notifications as I am given information about scholarships. The
google document listing scholarships has MANY with
March deadlines. The Tri County Educational Foundation
scholarship application will be an assignment for all Seniors in the Personal Finance class. Hopefully all the Seniors and their parents have completed the FAFSA. This
month is when students should be receiving their financial
package from the schools they have applied at. If they
need help understanding the information I will be glad to
look at it with them.
I communicate with parents frequently via emails. Junior and Senior parents have been receiving emails about
filling out the Parent Authorization form for their student to
complete their application for Peru State Dual credit courses. Second semester Junior English is the first opportunity
for our students to receive college credit from Peru State.
The student isn’t fully enrolled until the parent has
filled out that form. Please par ents, check your email!
If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Spilker.

The Tri County Chapter of National Honor Society hosted its annual blood drive on Monday, February 22, 2021. Each member volunteered to make the drive successful. NHS exceeded their goal by
collecting 51 units of blood for American Red Cross. NHS would like to thank all of the students, faculty, staff, and patrons of our community for supporting us in this drive and for saving lives!

ELEVEN TRI COUNTY FFA MEMBERS APPLY FOR STATE FFA DEGREE
Eleven Tri County High School Agriculture Education students have applied for the 2021 Nebraska State FFA Degree. The
seniors are Caden Kapke, son of Ashley & Scott Kapke; Andie Koch, daughter of Brooke Koch; Ella Crawford, daughter of
Dan & Lori Crawford; Hannah Holtmeier, daughter of Kirk & Christa Holtmeier; Landen Chapman, son of Travis &
Rachael Chapman; Logan Larson, son of Mike & Jessica Larson; Hanna Taylor, daughter of Chelle Cox, Sondra Peterson,
Shaun Taylor and Staci Taylor; Cole Siems, son of Jeremy & Jamie Siems; Drew Garrison, son of Brad Garrison and Brandy
Garrison; Lucas Weise, son of Jed and Annette Weise; and Nicole Vodraska, daughter of Serina and the late Robert Vodraska.
The State FFA Degree is the highest degree the Nebraska State FFA Association can bestow. A member must be a senior or
one year out of high school to apply. They must have a “C” academic average, submit two years of financial record books,
interview with a board of Ag Education instructors and pass an oral test. In addition the applicant must earn 500 leadership
points, serve as an officer or
committee chair and volunteer for 25 hours of community service. The student
must be versed in parliamentary procedure and public
speaking.
State Degree ceremonies
will be conducted at the State
FFA Convention in Lincoln
on April 7th. Mr. Dave Barnard serves as the candidates’ Advisor. The eleven
candidates are the most from
one class in the history of the
chapter!
AG EDUCATION STUDENTS COMPETE IN ENVIROTHON
Tri County entered two teams in the 2021 Nebraska Association of Resource Districts Envirothon competition on Friday,
February 5th. The contest has seven areas- Policy, Forestry, Aquatics, Soil, Range, Special Topic and Wildlife. Students
compete in five person teams. This year’s contest was held virtually. State qualifiers are selected on area scores and wildcard scores. Tri County competed in the Southeast Area. The Tri County team of Nicole Vodraska, captain, Nick Loxterkamp, Carter Holtmeier, Caden Kapke, Kanin Baker and Trevor Johnson qualified for the state competition as a wildcard. They finished behind Milford in the Southeast Regional. The top 14 schools in the state qualify for state. There were
78 teams competing this year.
The Tri County team of Logan Larson, captain, Cole Siems, Gavin Weichel, Brevin Damrow and Drew Garrison just missed
qualifying for the state contest. They lost a tie breaker to Sidney High School on a Special Topics question. Great job Tri
County Ag Education!!
Qualifying teams will compete at the Nebraska Envirothon,
which is currently scheduled for Lake Wanahoo near Wahoo,
Nebraska, April 28. During the state competition, teams compete
in hands-on environmental testing stations as well as prepare and
deliver an oral problem-solving presentation focusing on “Water
Resources Management: Local Control, Local Solutions.
Chapter Officers Andie Koch and Ella Crawford proudly presented Tri County
media center specialist Mrs. Kim Wiegers a new elementary book. The publication promoted agriculture literacy through the FFA Chapter's Connecting Chapters program. Connecting Chapters is a statewide FFA program sponsored by
the Nebraska Farm Bureau. Other promotions the FFA conducted this school
term so far is a Pen Pal program with a first grade Omaha elementary school,
distributing Nebraska commodity publications to elementary students and an Ag
book reading program to elementary students.

From the Desk of the Elementary Principal ….

Jesse Gronemeyer

It is hard to believe it was this time last year when school was letting out due to a worldwide pandemic. I am
very glad that is not the case this year! COVID cases at the elementary are very few….not even a case in the
last month. It has been great to get things back to “somewhat” normal.
Speaking of getting back to normal, it looks like more and more places are opening their doors and allowing
visitors. This is great news for our kids as they will be able to go on field trips this spring. For example, on
April 21st our 5th and 6th graders will attend a field trip to the Henry Doorly Zoo. Teachers were able to apply for a grant and it was accepted to pay all entry fees and transportation for the day! Look for more information from other grade levels and field trip schedules in the near future.
Don’t forget the date of the elementary track meet has been changed to Wednesday, May 12th. The track
meet will start around 12 PM and conclude at 3 PM. This will allow parents to attend both track meets and
not have it conflict with the high school district track meet.
We currently have 42 mentors at Tri County meeting with kids through the TEAMMATES program. If you
or anyone else is interested in becoming a mentor, please contact myself or Dave Rosenbaum. There are
many kids wanting a mentor!
Unfortunately, the Spring elementary vocal concert will be done virtually this year. Mr. Wooten and Mr. Morrissey will send home more information in the near future on how to watch etc.
A reminder to make sure and contact the school district if you want to sign up your child for preschool next
year. We have a waiting list and it is filling up fast! Also, if you have a child that is going to be in kindergarten next year, make sure to get them signed up for kindergarten round up. The date of kindergarten round up
is Friday, April 16th.

Important Upcoming Elementary dates

March 3rd - Late Start (10 AM)
March 12th - No School
March 17th - Late Start (10 AM)
April 2nd - No School
April 5th - No School
April 14th - Late Start (10 AM)
April 28th - Late Start (10 AM)
May 10th - Awards Assembly (2 PM)
May 12th - Track Meet (12 - 3 PM)
May 14th - Last Day of School (11 AM Dismissal)

Tri County KINDERGARTEN ROUND UP....Get your child signed up now!!!
Preparations are now being made for KINDERGARTEN ROUND UP at Tri County Elementary. This
is a great opportunity for you and your child to meet the kindergarten teachers and see the classroom before
next August. Please look below for the round up dates and times.
Parent Meeting - Monday, April 12 @ 6:00 PM in the kindergarten room (please do not bring your
child to this meeting)
Kindergarten Round Up - Friday, April 16th, 12:15-3:30 (Preschoolers may ride the preschool bus at
noon and their regular bus home at the end of the day.)
If you are a parent of a child who is eligible for entrance into kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year,
please fill out the bottom portion of this form and return it to the front desk at Tri County Elementary by Monday, March 8th. You may also register your child by calling the front desk at 402-683-4035.
When registering your kindergarten child, please remember the following requirements:
1. Your child must be five years old on or before July 31st of the school year in which he/she enters kindergarten. (State Law)
2. If you live within the Tri County school district, you have automatic acceptance into the 2021-2022 kindergarten class.
3. If you live outside of the district boundaries, you need to fill out the proper "option enrollment" papers before March 15th, 2021. (Can get from the district office) This does not guarantee your acceptance into Tri
County. Tri County will accept out of district students up to 36 total students. Once the total reaches 36, no
others will be accepted. Preference is given to those that applied and turned in their "option enrollment"
papers first and those that have siblings already at the school. (Tri County Board Policy)
If you have any questions, please call me at the school. Forms can be turned in at the school or sent to
the following address:
Tri County Elementary
72520 Hwy 103
DeWitt, Ne 68341
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Child's Name___________________________________________________________________

Age_____________________ Birthdate_____________________________________________
Parent's Names_________________________________________________________________
Home Address________________________________________________________________
Telephone/email________________________________________________________________

A committee of Tri County supporters has made a commitment to bring healthy, nutritious, and flavorful beef and pork to
the students of Tri County Public Schools. The goal of the program is “Together, local producers and supporters will
bring healthy, nutritious, and flavorful beef and pork to the students of Tri County. The program will maintain its
educational components to help students understand the nutritional value of beef and pork as well as an understanding of where their food comes from and crop production practices used to raise feed for animals.”
The program will provide students with an opportunity to see firsthand the impact of the beef and pork industry and gain an
understanding of how it functions. Students will learn about livestock in various classrooms from the elementary through
the high school. Additionally, FARM 2 FORK directly relates to the high school agricultural classes and the Tri County
FFA Program.
Ways to get involved/donations:
Producers can donate a quality market animal (beef or pork) by filling out the attached commitment letter. You will
receive a receipt for your donation that may provide a tax incentive.
Producers can donate grain through the local cooperative. You will receive a receipt for your donation that may provide
a tax incentive.

Monetary donations can be made to the Tri County Education Foundation in the name of the Tri County Farm 2 Fork
Program. The purpose of this account includes, but is not limited to, covering processing costs related to locally
donated meats and nutrition education expenses. All monetary donations are tax deductible.
Our goal is to get commitments to the program that would sustain this effort for at least three years. We estimate a need for
four beef and twelve hogs per year and roughly $7,000 annually for processing costs.
RECOGNITION PROGRAM:
Meat Boosters ($0 - $249) will be listed in the school newsletter and will receive a FARM 2 FORK window sticker.
Red Ribbon ($250 - $499) will also receive a personalized banner/certificate.
Blue Ribbon ($500 - $999) will also get their name and logo added to the program banner that will be hung at school.
Purple Ribbon ($1,000 or mor e) will also par ticipate in a contr ibutor ’s luncheon at school to be recognized by the
students.
ALL DONORS will be invited to the Kick-Off Day to be held on April 7, 2021.
We ask that you consider helping this committee get this program going in the right direction so that we can provide healthy,
nutritious, and flavorful beef and pork to the students of Tri County Schools.
The Tri County Farm 2 Fork Meat Advisory Committee
(See the Tri County website for more information: www.tricountyschools.org)

